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Indeed, It Is wonderful how happy their lives are. India is not a country in which the climate is favourable to hard work, I heard a fairly energetic man once say, " There are times in India when I feel very much disinclined for physical exertion, I like to sit and think ; and sometimes I only sit." The village folk do not, as a rule, work harder than they are compelled to do. Their standard of comfort is not high; and so long as their urgent wants are satisfied they do not care to exert themselves. They work hard enough when work must be done. At seed time and harvest they give weary days to toil, ploughing and sowing and transplanting and reaping,, often in circumstances of much discomfort from rain or irrigation; but they do no more than they must. Yet in all they are cheery, and one may often hear the song of them that labour, as well as see the joy of harvest.
To me it was always a touching spectacle to see a band of pilgrims on their way to Jaganath's temple at Puri.* They used to pass through Raipur before the railway to Puri made pilgrimage more easy. They were going to fulfil some vow, to give thanks for some special blessing. They would come sometimes., nearly a whole village together, for hundreds of miles with their bullocks and carts and their families, and go singing down the road the praises of their God. They had looked forward to this pious journey for years, and expected much blessing from it. Often they would return weary and wellnigh stripped of all they had by the rapacious priests and temple servants. Often some of them fell victims to cholera and other ills incident to pilgrim life in India. Sometimes they had not even obtained a satisfactory view of the strangely unlovely idol they had gone to see. But they were going back to their old life, loyal and patient as ever, not understanding why things had not been made brighter for them, but not complaining. In much of their life we cannot help these people; but we can at least sympathise with them, and we can hardly help loving them when we know them well.
* The temple of Jaganath ("the Lord'of the World," a form of Krishna) at Puri is one of the principal places of pilgrimage in India.